
Lake Restoration in Iowa 



WƻǊƪƛƴƎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ wŜǎǘƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘ LƻǿŀΩǎ 
Significant, Publicly-owned Lakes 

Collaborating with the public for 

ïImproved water quality 

ïQuality sport fishery 

ïHealthy wildlife habitats 

ïExpanded recreational 
opportunities 

 

 



If All of Our Public Lakes... 

Were in Just One Spot 



IƻǿŀƴΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƪŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ 
Å 6 of 10 Iowans visit our lakes 

multiple times with a given year 

  

Å People willing to drive farther 
for lakes with better water 
quality and more amenities 

 

Å Diverse recreational 
opportunities and improved 
water quality for future Iowa 
generations 

 

Å Statewide, lakes generate $1.2 
billion in annual spending 



Å Lakes that complete watershed/lake improvement exceed state visitation 
averages and their own pre-renovation visitation levels 

Å Lakefront property values have increased at a greater rate than non-lakefront 
over the  past 10 years 

Å Lake use increased 27% from 2005 to 2009 



The Problem: 

40% of our nations lakes are impaired 

Causes of impairment include: 

- Siltation 

- Poor Water Quality 

- Invasive species 

- Water level manipulation 

- Contaminates 

   



Past Success of Section 314 Program 
ÅEstablished in 1972 as part of the Federal Water 

Pollution Control Act 

ÅProvided financial and technical assistance to States 
in restoring publicly-owned lakes. 

ÅFrom 1976 to 1994 grants totaled $145 million 

ÅGrants and partnerships accomplished 

ïStatewide lake and watershed assessments 

ïDiagnostic and feasibility studies 

ïLake and watershed restoration 

ïPost restoration monitoring 


