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Å²ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ - future management 

 



Introduction/Background 



What Changed ð Shallow Lakes Died  

Å Major changes in hydrology  

Å High and stable water levels  

Å Wetland loss in their watersheds  

Å Increased nutrients and sediment  

Å Little to no aquatic vegetation  

Å Open, wind swept  

Å Abundance of rough fish  

(carp, bullhead and fathead minnows)  

 



Some have been this way for 50 ς 80 years! 



Scientific Literature to Support 
/ƘŀƴƎŜǎΧΦ 

Fortunately many studies have documented several aspects of shallow lake ecology 
and the management implications  

Studies produced from: 
ω Canada 
ω Minnesota 
ω Netherlands/Europe 
ω Other Midwest States 



Diamond Lake Dedication, July 2009 

Partners 

Å   NAWCA 

Å  Lakes Restoration Program 

Å  Lake Associations 

Å  Hundreds of local citizens and businesses 

Å  Ducks Unlimited 

Å  Pheasants Forever 

Å  Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 

Å  The Nature Conservancy 

Å  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Å  U.S. Dept. of Ag (WRP, CRP, etc.). 

Å  DNR programs and staff 

Å  others 



The vision for Living Lakes is to establish stepping-

stones of perpetually protected and managed shallow 

lake/marsh complexes from southern Iowa through 

northern Minnesota to provide quality wetland food 

and habitat resources for waterfowl.  The initiative will 

help preserve this regionôs rich waterfowling heritage 

and support conservation of the primary source of its 

birds, the prairie breeding grounds.  

The Living Lakes Vision 

Courtesy of DU 



Diamond Lake, 2009 

Shallow Water Management requires a  

watershed and in-lake approach 



In ς [ŀƪŜ άwŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎέ  
Getting water level control !   

Drawdown  and Carp Removal 



In-Lake; Replacing old  
water control structures 



Pickerel Lake July 2014 ς New Control Structure 



Updates on Progress 





The top priority for renovating shallow 
lakes is getting back their  

Ecological Health 


