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Why don’t we have any bluegills?




Objective

Improve water quality and ecological health
in Lost Island Lake and its watershed

Watershed Improvements
* Renovations of marshes
* Land practice improvements
Common Carp Population Management
* Restrict critical spawning habitat
» Barrier systems and marsh renovations
* Predator stockings

* Large scale removal of adult carp
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Common Carp Removal

1909 - 1930 Commercial Program

* Objective - Reduce numbers

1930 - 1972 State Rough Fish Program

e Objective - Reduce numbers

1972 - present Commercial Program

e Objective - Utilization of unused resource
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Common Carp Removal

Lost Island Lake Project
-What'’s different?-

e Better understanding of the system and
common carp

e Recruitment control

e Specific density objectives

e Subsidized commercial harvest

e Partners working towards a common goal

e Public education and support



Common Carp Removal

2010 Contract
* Minimum of 15 seine hauls or 200,000 Ibs of carp
e 50.15/lbs for each pound harvested over 200,000 lbs
e 58,000 bonus for reaching 300,000 Ibs
e 512,000 bonus for reaching 400,000 lbs

Results

431,900 Ibs of carp
e 353,000 lbs of buffalo

2011 Contract ($0.05 - S0.10 / pound)
e 63,000 lbs of carp
60,000 Ibs buffalo
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Wr of Common Carp Caught in Trawl
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Mean Weight of Common Carp Caught in Trawl
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Enhanced Predator Stockings

Species Size 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Catfish 74 3,800 3,800
Largemouth Bass | 5” 4,000 6,000 6,000
Northern Pike Fry 740,000

3 13,000 6,500 6,500 6,500

115 522 1,000 1,000 1,000
Walleye Fry 1,500,000 | 1,150,000 | 1,150,000 | 1,870,000 | 1,150,000

6” 15,200 15,000 35,000 35,000 15,000

Species Size 2013 2014 2015
Catfish 74 3,800
Largemouth Bass | 5” 2,200 90,000

(2 inch)
Northern Pike Fry
38 13,000
1188 1,100 1,318 333
Walleye Fry 1,150,000 | 1,150,000
68 36,000 33,300 18,000
8” 5,400
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Aquatic Plants

1996 and 2001 Surveys
* No aquatic plants found

2012 Survey
« 28 of 30 transects had aquatic vegetation




Final Thoughts

* Positive local support and enthusiasm
* Subsidy was effective
* Reducing carp recruitment has been successful......so far

* Positive aquatic plant and water quality response

* Importance of buffalo??
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In 2 Nutshell

Putting the carp before the horse

This Book is Full of Carp
by Peter Bradley, 1997

Carpe diem (Seize the day)




