Lake Associations

¢ All a part of the Clean Water Alliance — each
featuringaibody of:waterbutall' supporting

clean water and what’s best for the lowa Great
lakes

¢ The associations help individuals be part of an
organization-rather than just being a single voice

© For the cost oft a meal for two or a tank of gas,
we can provide important monetary support so
that our individual voices can be heard as a
unified group!
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OPA Ongoing Goals

¢ To protect and monitor water quality

¢ To preserve and protect the wetlands in the
watershed

¢ To participate in the control ofi lake development
where there Is a threat to the environment

¢ To promote sustainable urban and agricultural
development to protect the ecological balance

¢ To inform the community of ecological concerns
of the OPA and courses of action to be take.
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Who belongs to OPA
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Anybody with a passion and love for this “jewel” we
call the lowa Great Lakes

Anybody who wants to make a difference in the
quality of the natural resources of the lowa Great
Lakes

The OPA is about working as a group to ensure we
leave our lakes in better shape for future generations

How about you?

Check out the OPA website:
www.okobojiprotectiveassociation.org




Why join OPA?

¢ More power in humbers

¢ The opportunity towork together for a common
cause — clean water

¢ A way to learn more about clean water initiatives

¢ It’s meaningfulland you are part of a group with
the goal of making a difference for the future!
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Steve Weisman

Lifelong outdoor enthusiast

Moved to Estherville in 1978 (teacher)

Began outdoor writing career: in 1991

Outdoor editor/writer for several publications
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Moved to lowa Great Lakes in 2008-have become
more and more involved on the conservation side

¢ Publicity director for OPA for past two years

¢ Truly believe each one of us TOGETHER can make a
difference




EPA — a look back

© Helped write the first fish and game laws in lowa

© Nearly a century later, helped draft the first laws
to monitor and prevent spread of invasive species

¢ Led in the development of the Great Lakes
Sanitary Sewer District

¢ Initiated first watershed study of lakes in 1960s

© For over 40 years, partnered with lowa DNR to
support wetland restoration

¢ Founding member of the Dickinson County Clean
Water Alliance (CWA)
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OPO - ongoing efforts

¢ Ongoing partnership with the lowa Lakeside Lab
providing financial' support for programs and
scholarships

O Lakeside Lab is owned by the state of lowa and
operated through the Board of Regents. Its
mission is twofold: 1) to provide science classes
and research opportunities for university
students, and 2) to offer Outreach Programs and
provide services through the state universities
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*A — ongoing efforts

¢ Financial support of lowa Lakeside Laboratory
and Friends of Lakeside Lab to establish a water
quality lab and volunteer water quality monitoring
program (CLAMP)

© Helped raise over $700,000 to fund electric fish
barrier

¢ Helped introduce low impact development (LID) in
lowa Great Lakes by supporting the installation of
an environmentally friendly parking lot in historic
Arnold’s Park and partnering with the CWA to
provide a year-long series of workshops on the
benefits of this and other LID techniques
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PA - ongoing efforts

¢ Helping fund the GLEON buoy on West Okoboji

¢© Purpose is to collect West Okoboji lake data that
will be helpful forimproving water quality. Each
10 minutes the buoy reports by radio the air &
water temperature, relative humidly, barometric
pressure, wind speed, wind direction in degrees,
and rainfall.

¢ The data being measured can be viewed online
at www.wqgdatalive.com/public/470

¢ Removed in the fall prior to ice over



http://www.wqdatalive.com/public/470
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OPA - ongoing efforts

¢ Providing support for this conference - the
Prairie Lakes Conference

¢ One of three key Signature sponsors for the
Okoboji Blue Water Eestival

¢ OPA members volunteering time and energy for
the Okoboji Blue Water Festival!
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!PA structure...

The OPA is led by five executive committee members
and a board of directors

John Wills, President; Greg Drees, Vice President;
Barbara Mendenhall, Secretary; Barry Sackett,
Treasurer; Jim Rosendahl, Previous President

¢ Board of directors (28) are elected by members

¢ Officers and board have monthly Saturday meetings

April — September

Annual OPA meeting is held in August. This year itis
August 13 at the Green Space during the Okoboji Blue
Water Festival prior to the Boz Scaggs concert

Spring and fall newsletters published and sent to all
members — also placed on the OPA website




